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CEINESE PROGRESS IN RR CONSTRUCTION
IN NORTHWEST AND NORTHEAST, MAY - AUGUST 1953 ;

Eummary: The following report on progress in the con- ,
struction of railways in the Northwest and the Northeast |
administrative areas, for the period May - August 1953, is i
based mainly on news items found in the Hong Kong Ta_Kung
m‘}lhich were, ir turn, based on mainland despatches. On :
the T'ien-shui--Ch'eng-tu line, trains are running from :
Ch'eng-tu to Kuamng-han, and tracks are laid as far as Te- .
yang. The 14 piers for the bridge over the Fou Chiang at H
Mien-yang were finished 16 June 1953.

On the Lan-chou--Sinkiang line, trains are operating

over the semipermanent Yellow River bridge and as far as ;

Yung-teng, 103 kilometers from Lan-chou. Work is being : \

rushed to finish the bridge over the Chuang-lang Ho by : 4
10 July 1953, s0 tnat work may be started on the crossing

of the Wu-ghao-ling, a 2,700-meter-high ridge at the summit :
of which a long tuunel must be driven. A considerable ' .

amount of heavy mechanized equipment is being used in ! \

preparing the roauved for this line.

Two logging lines in the Northeast Administrative Area
are being extended & total of 112 kilometers.

Numbers in parentheses refer to appended sourcesj

. - B NORTHWEST ADMINISTRATIVE AREA

A. T'ien-shui--Ch'eng-tu Line

On 1 July 1952, work began on the conmstruction of the 118 kilometer
section between Ch'eng-tu and Mien-yang of the T'ien-shui-~Ch'eng-tu Jine.
The line passes through a region of fast flowing rivers and rugged mountains,
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following clodaly the route that has served as the principal line

of communication between Central China and the Southwest since ancient
times. Numerous ancient relics, including stone implements, bronze
utensils, and pottery, have been unearthed during the excavations. After
10 mo?t?s of work the roadbed, the laying of rails began on 27 April
1953.(1

On 21 June 1953, the laying of rails was completed from Ch'eng-tu
as far as Kuang-han in Szechwan, a distance of 38 kilometers. Commence -
ment of the operation of treins as far as Kuang-han will be celebrat 4
on 1 July 1953.(2)

By 1 August 1953, rails were laid as far as Te-yang in Szechwan.
It is expected that the laying of track to Mien-yang in Szechwan will be
completed by 1 October 1953, and as far as Chung-pa-chen [Tol, Wy, 31,
L6/ in Szechwan by the end of December 1953, Heavy rains increased the
difficulties of rail laying in July, but through the use of Soviet
streamlined methods and of a derrick car, the difficulties were overcome,
and & record for this line of laying 3.5 kilometers of track in one day
was established.(3)

At Mien-yang, the railvay must cross the Fou Chiang. The 1k piers
required for this bridge were completed on 16 June 1953, and preparations
are nov in progress tor the erection of the superstructure.(4)

B. Lan-chou--Sinkiang Line

For the construction of the Lan-chou--Sinkiang line, tracks have
been laid to Yung-teng in Kansu, a distance of 103 kilometers from Lan-
chou, and trains can now operate to that point. This distance is 56
percent of the track-laying target for 1953.(5)

The laying of track as far as Yung-teng was completed on 10 June 1953.
It is planned to locate 13 stations between Lan-chou and Yung-teng. The
bridge between these two points across the Yellow River is 248 meters long
and of semipermanent construction. A large bridge is being built across
the Chuang-lang Ho north of Yung-teng. To accommodate work trains, a
temporary bridge is being laid. The pPlatesu in this vicinity is 1,800
meters above sea level, and from this level the Wu-shao-ling rises to an
elevation of 2,700 meters. Much of the grade is over 10 meters per kilo-
meter. A tunnel through the summit of Wu-shao-ling will be required,
and it is planned to advance the date of commencement of work on this
tunnel,

The censtruction of the Chuang-lang Ho bridge is the largest and
the most important project to be accomplished this year on the Lan-
chou--Sinkiang railroad. The chief obstacle being encountered on this
project is the disposal of the underground water that enters through a
layer of sand when the holes are excavated for the pier foundations.
When & hole 4 meters in diareter and 3 meters deep is excavated, the
vater enters so rapidly that six or seven pumps are required to handle it.
When this bridge is finished, all the rails and other materials for track
laying to the west of Chung-lang Ho can be brought in by rail. It is
expected that the Wu-shao-ling will be crossed at an elevation of 2,700
meters above sea level. For the Chung-lang Ho bridge to be completed by
10 July 1953, the No 1 Engineering Bureau, Ministry of Railways, recently
allocated to this Project an additional number of pumps and other mechanical
equipment and diverted several hundred skilled workers from other projects
v0 help rush this bridge to completion.(6)
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Work on grading the roadbed beyond Tung-ten;; is progressin; rapidly
by means of scveral tens of pleces of heavy mechunized equipnent. The
buckets of the pover-driven shovels welsh (l— tons cach and have n
capacity of 7-8 cubic meters each. One of these machines can Jdv the
vork of .00 laborers. The blades on the bulldozers weigh 2. tuns each.
In 40 days of work with this machinery on this section o7 the roadved
280,000 cubic nmeters of exrth vere soved and put into position. ‘Ihis
is equivelent to the labor of 2,300 men working for Lo days uy the old
methods. (7)

On the Lan-shou--Chiu-ch'uan scction, = little more than one quarter
ot the vnole length o3 the Lan-caou--3inkiang ailway line, there are to
be 1,00 bridges and culvertc. this is about double the number of the
T'ien-shui--Lan-chou section of the Lung-Hai line. The I'il) wo-k on
ten deep ravines required thc cguivalent of 120,009 carloads o:' earth.
The bridje across the Yello: irer [;Bout 35 iilometers west o Lan-chog7
is in use not only for the operation of work trains, but also for the
trangportation of Yu-men petroleum products from Yung~teng to Lan-chou
and beyond. lore than 4> bulldozers have been moved across tne_bridge
for use in the region knwvn as ic Hsi [gest of the Yellow Rive§7. More
then %,000 laborers are living in tents along the line of the Great Wall
north of Yung-teng, and :-e at -ork on = bridge over itne Chuang-lang Ho.
Three dry vriver beds, 5 zilometers wide, and a vast area of shifting sand
lie ahecd to be crossed.{h4)

NORTHEAST ADMINISTRATIVE AR

A. Ya-lin 3ranch Line

A logging line 72 “iloreters long has been under construction since
June 1952 and will soon be iendy f'or service to facilitate the exploite -
tion of the virgin forests in the g-oiter Khingan Range. The line starts
at K'u~t'u-erh, the nortie.n terainus LT the Ya-lin branch railvay, and
Proceeds in a nertheasterly direction wo T'u-1i-i10, = point at the
contluence of the T'u-li Ho and the Hsi-ni-ch'i Ho. 3tetions to be
established en route are Chi-1i-ku-lu, fisin-chang-tang, Lsing-pan, Ling-ting,
Ling-pei, :nd T'u-lu-ma,(3;

B. T'eng-lin Branch Line

An advance team o1 const.ouctim workers have arrived in I-ch'un ‘
£y L ~T Iy i ry LS
[129 31, &7 377 in sunghleng Province, to build 2 40 tilometer extension

T

to the T'ang-liu logging line irom Jhuan:-tzu-ho to Wwia-ying. (8) )

i'.,;_" - 3 -

/

DP80-00809A000700140099-6

Rl it

Avd

anitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/09/13 : CIA-R




Sanitize opy Approve or Release 2011/09/13 : CIA-DP80-00809A00700140099-

.

RESTRICTED

SOURCES

© .1, Hong Kong, Ta Kung Pao, 1 Jun 53,
2. Hong Xong, Ta Kung Pac, 27 Jun 53

Hong Kong, Ta Kung Pao, 5 Aug 53

F w
. .

Hong Kong, Ta Kung Pao, 19 Jun 53

Hong Kong, Ta Kung Pao, 13 Jun 53

Tientsin, Ta Kung Pao, 18 Jun 53

Hong Kong, Ta Kung Pao, 22 Jun 53

o= BN | [>ANNNRN; |
. . . .

Hong Kong, Ta Kung Pao, 19 May 53

-END -

STAT

b -

RESTRICTED

1

BN Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/09/13 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000700140099-6 §



